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As we pray and as we enjoy our meal together this evening, let us keep in
mind those who are gathered in Rome right now in the midst of the Synod General
Assembly. Clearly, it is your desire to carry out this Convening in the spirit of
synodality, as reflected by the theme that you have chosen: Embracing a Shared
Vision: Impact, Learning, and Collaboration in Service of the Common Good.

Let’s never forget that the first action of every synodal process — of every
work of the Church —is to listen. The Church herself is the Bride of Christ; and as
Bride, she must listen in order to hear the voice of the Bridegroom calling her,
inviting her to an encounter and a shared life with him. So too, we must listen
attentively to each other. Not with our minds made up about what we are going to
say when the person stops speaking, but actually listening to what the other person
says, with an openness to greater understanding, not only of the person’s ideas, but
of the person herself. As Fr. Timothy Radcliffe said, who preached the retreat before
the opening of the Synod: “If we listen to each other’s questions with respect and

without fear, we shall find a new way to live in the Spirit.””

And that’s the key, which we can’t forget: the Holy Spirit is the protagonist!
The Spirit is the one who gives life to the Church. The Spirit is the Author of her
mission. The Spirit will lead us in the way to engage the world, to respond to its
challenges, and to find new pathways for uplifting human dignity and serving the
common good in the name of Christ. If we let the Spirit lead the Church, instead of
trying to take control ourselves, we can also allow multiple perspectives and gifts
within the Church to co-exist, and to act in harmony with one another for the good
of the world.

And so, trusting in the Spirit who is with us, let us pray ...

! Timothy Radcliffe, O.P., Synod Retreat Meditation n. 1: “Resurrection: Searching in the Dark”, 30 September
2024.



